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We are delighted to support you on your path as a parent of a Deaf* child. We welcome your family 
into the Deaf community, into the world of American Sign Language and encourage you to explore the 
limitless possibiliti es for your child.

You are not alone. Deaf children are oft en born to families who have no 
experience with the Deaf community and American Sign Language, the language that is 100% accessible 
to Deaf children’s eyes. It’s almost as if upon the birth of your child, you were transported to an 
unknown land of new and someti mes scary terrain. You are bombarded with informati on that was not 
discussed in your birthing class. Instead of learning how to swaddle your child, you’re being told about 
hearing tests, the anatomy of the ear, and amplifi cati on. Perhaps you ponder whether your newborn will 
ever have friends in your neighborhood, graduate high school, have a career, get married, have kids of 
their own, or say I love you. This is typical for new parents with Deaf children. 

However having a Deaf child can be a wonderful gift . In many ways, your Deaf child is like any other 
child. S/he will be excited by the waves at the beach, fascinated by a butt erfl y fl utt ering by, or 
disappointed when s/he can’t have more ice-cream. There are also diff erences in how s/he understands 
the world. Deaf children rely more on their eyes to get informati on – they are visually acute. They are 
more att uned to movement and moti on in their environment. Their gaze is att enti ve to details. They 
noti ce subtle changes in facial expressions. Communicati on is visual. They are visual learners and will give 
you a new lens in which to see the world. American Sign Language is a visual language that all children 
can acquire. All children benefi t from learning sign language since they can manipulate their hands 
earlier than their vocal chords. If your child has access to some sounds, research has proven their 
listening and speaking skills will be accelerated by signing.

It is normal to grieve the image you had of parenthood; of having a child that is just like you or your 
spouse. However your child will probably have a nose that looks like yours, and 
perhaps some personality traits that you admire in your partner and of course 
some that you don’t. Who knows whether your child will be a dancer like 
Antoine Hunter 
(htt p://invisiblehands.ning.com/profi le/AntoineHunter) or a lawyer 
like Greg Hlibok (www.nad.org/about-us/staff ). If you provide a visu-
ally accessible language that allows your child to be on par or pos-
sibly jump ahead of language milestones (see page 5), there are no 
limits to who your adorable litt le child will grow up to be. 

Let us share with you the possibiliti es for your Deaf child so 
you can see how your child can thrive!  
—Laura T Petersen, Family Educator, Outreach

*Why Capital “D”
Deaf with a Capital “D” emphasizes the unique visual linguisti c 

needs of Deaf children and the importance of bringing the children 
together with their families through American Sign Language. 
Capital “D” is inclusive of children with all hearing levels 
(profound, mild, hard of hearing, cochlear implant users, etc.). 
Families are important partners in the caring and supporti ve Deaf 
community that values Deaf culture and American Sign Language. 
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I wanted to take this ti me to really sit down and thank you for everything you 

have done for me. You may feel that all I have done was because of my own 

ambiti ons and individuality, but you must know that everything I know, 

everything I strive for, my whole life is the result of what you have done for me 

and conti nue to do. 
You learned not only a new language, but also an enti rely diff erent modality 

than what you were used to. Sign language was so new to you, but you could 

see immediately, by the way my face lit up, that sign language was familiar to 

me. Thank you for staying strong when it became frustrati ng to stay on course, 

when things seemed hopeless, and above all, for showing me that we were all 

the same, regardless of how diff erently the world may view me. You taught me 

that it was okay, and even exciti ng, to be someone with disti nct characteristi cs, 

and that I did not have to be like anybody except myself.

When I was but a young girl, there were ti mes I became hesitant about 

being Deaf. You showed me that there were much bigger things than being able 

to hear, and you were right. Throughout my life, I have met people who, when 

they think of Deaf, oft en visualize a life without sound; a dark, hollow sentence 

to no end, and some even envision a life not worth living. I wish I could easily 

show them the world you created for me. You showed me the world was much 

more than what many people have conceived of for Deaf people. You showed 

me society was vast and full of opportuniti es when others piti ed the lives of the 

Deaf. 
Mother, Father, you did more than just give me life; you insti lled in me this 

enormous desire to learn, and pushed me to achieve more, to do bett er, and to 

reach higher. I believe I would not have been able to do that had I been uncertain 

of myself. You know the saying that “food made by parents is best because it 

is made from love?” Well, I am convinced that the love I have for working and 

learning was formed from the love you put into learning sign language for me, 

all the work you invested in us becoming a part of the Deaf community together, 

and all the ti me you took to raise me into a confi dent Deaf individual. 

I cannot imagine where to start if I were to repay you for what you have 

done for me. You made sure I was able to see the world and opened doors to 

the most amazing experiences that I will always keep with me. I know I have 

already said thank you oft en, but I cannot ever say it enough . Thank you for all 

your encouraging words, every ounce of support you have given me, and beyond 

everything, and I do mean beyond everything, thank you for always believing 

in me, always letti  ng me know that I can do anything I want, even beyond my 

wildest dreams. “There are two lasti ng bequests we can give our children. One is 

roots. The other is wings.” (Hodding Carter, Jr.)

—Megan Matovich, CSD Valedictorian & Gallaudet University Graduate

EAF child | 2011
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WhySign.com was created by a young Deaf woman, 
Megan Matovich, explaining how her mother made a 
signifi cant impact on her life because she chose early 
language acquisiti on: American Sign Language and 
English. With this website, Megan takes you on her 
journey with her mother, since babyhood, to explore 
the powerful benefi ts of sign language backed with 
scienti fi c research.

The website is a refl ecti on of Megan’s life. She 
was raised in a sign language environment at home, 
because her family learned sign language for her. She 
went to California School for the Deaf, Fremont where 
there were many children and staff  she could identi fy 
with and communicate eff ortlessly with throughout 
her youth and adolescence.

WhySign.com  has two completed aspects (the 
third and forth aspects are pending)

1. Life Story: A Life Expedition 
Megan’s mother shares her experience on 
deciding to raise her as a sign language user 
and sending her daughter to a Deaf school. 
The school Megan att ended had profi cient 
signing teachers, both Deaf and hearing, so 
she was able to understand, be involved, and 
take charge of every part of her educati on.

2. Case Studies 
The second part focuses on the research and 
data of Deaf children from diverse backgrounds 
who used sign language as a part of their 
educati on. 

In the website’s enti rety, Megan makes the proposal 
that by allowing Deaf children to acquire sign language 
at the earliest opportunity, it benefi ts them not only 
for a specifi c part of their lives, but for every part, from 
birth to old age. This thesis also demonstrates that sign 
language not only benefi ts Deaf children, but hard-
of-hearing and hearing children, as well. It must be 
affi  rmed that so much more can be gained and 
liberated through the inclusion of sign language.

Excerpted from CSD’s Early Childhood 
Education Department and the American 
Society of Deaf Children documents

2 – 6 Months
• Pays attention to faces
• Follows things with eyes
• Is fascinated by his or her own hands
• Copies movements and facial expressions
• Babbles with his or her hands

6 – 12 Months
• First hand shapes emerge; ”5” and “S”
• First signs may emerge – “Mommy,” 

“Daddy,” “More,” “Milk,” “Bath,” “Bed.”
• Mimics signs and facial expressions
• Points to people, objects and places but not 

at self 

12 – 18 Months
• Uses at least 10 signs
• Begins to use points as pronouns
• Acquires new signs but does not mark with 

infl ections
• Responds to signed requests

18 – 24 Months
• Points to things or pictures when named 
• Knows names of familiar people
• Follows simple instructions
• Repeats signs seen in conversation
• Understands and carries out complex 

commands and requests
• Shows interest in “how” and “why”

2 – 3 Years 
• Uses directional verbs – “Give Me”
• Expresses possessives – “My Shoe”
• Uses action and object forms – “Drink Water”
• Signs to self
• Signs throughout the day
• Sign order used to show semantic relations 
• Begins to use classifi ers to represent objects 
• Demonstrates negation with headshake or 

sign “No” 
• Begins to use possessive (your, mine) and 

plural (“Us-Two,” “You-Three”) pronouns 
• Refers to things around them during 

conversations and storytelling; may copy the 
actions and facial expressions of others in a 
story 
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Deaf and hard-of-hearing children 
are oft en identi fi ed within their fi rst 
six months, with newborn hearing 
screening the norm in hospitals. This 
is an exciti ng change from previous 
ti mes when children were being 
identi fi ed when they were two years 
old or when they entered kindergarten. 
This is especially important since 
research fi ndings clearly show that 
the fi rst few months and years are 
criti cal periods for language and 
brain development. Ninety-fi ve 
percent of Deaf infants are born to 
parents who oft en have no experience 
with Deaf or hard-of-hearing people. 
So when parents are informed their 
child is Deaf, they are scrambling 
for informati on and oft en end up 
confused by the informati on they 
receive.

Here are three perspecti ves of 
early involvement providers working 
with Deaf children: 1) the medical 
community; 2) the Deaf community; 
and the 3) the oralist community. 
This is a general overview, they are 
not always disti nct, however, 
understanding their frame of 
reference can be helpful. 

Medical Perspective
Medical professionals care about 

people’s well-being and oft en go into 
their fi eld to mend or cure. In these 
clinical setti  ngs parents are told, 
oft en with much sorrow, that their 
child is deaf. They focus on physical 
treatment, and may not be aware 
of the linguisti c and psychosocial 
aspects of being Deaf. Treatment of 

medical conditi ons, like atresia and 
microti a, do require medical experti se. 
They may recommend cochlear 
implant surgery and other listening 
devices without suffi  ciently 
informing parents of the benefi ts and 
risks involved as listed on the FDA 
website: www.fda.gov/
MedicalDevices/Productsand
MedicalProcedures/Implants
andProstheti cs/CochlearImplants/
ucm062843.htm. Many medical 
professionals do not realize that 
listening devices are insuffi  cient to 
meet the language needs of most 
Deaf children. In general the 
medical community tends to have 
limited exposure to Deaf children and 
adults, and should not be involved in 
educati onal placement decisions. 

Deaf Community Perspective
The Deaf community encompasses 

a variety of people: Deaf adults, 
parents of Deaf children, and experts 
in the fi eld of Deaf educati on and 
development. At the heart of the 
Deaf community is communicati ng 
through a natural visual language: 
American Sign Language. The 
importance of language access and 
using American Sign Language with 
infants is stressed. They believe 
typically developing Deaf babies do 
not require medical interventi on but 
rather language access. Signing skills 
are the best predictors of strong 
English reading skills (Hoff meister, 
2000; Padden & Ramsey, 2000; Strong 
& Prinz, 2000). The development 
of speech skills is based on individual 
apti tude and desire, in conjuncti on 
with the use of ASL. Members of the 
Deaf community have a positi ve view 
of their Deaf experience and don’t 
feel the need to be 'fi xed.' They 
generally support schools and programs 
with a criti cal mass that allows Deaf 
children to have strong academic and 
social opportuniti es with peers and 
role models. They want Deaf chil-
dren to believe they can do anything. 

Oral Education Perspective
This perspecti ve focuses on teaching 

children who are Deaf to learn to listen 
and talk with their hearing peers, and 
advocates the development of speech 
and lip reading skills. Oralists are strong
proponents of speech training and oft en 
tell parents, “Don’t sign with your child 
because then they won’t speak,” despite 
the fact that there is no research to 
support that suppositi on. If they do 
allow sign, they encourage the use 
of Signing Exact English and Cued 
Speech, codes that try to make English 
visible. They may want everyone to 
forget the fact that the child is Deaf. 

What is a Parent to Do?
These three perspecti ves oft en 

confl ict with each other, leaving 
parents confused and unsure of whom 
to believe. What is a parent to do? We 
suggest they learn from the experiences 
of Deaf adults and look to the wealth of 
research proving that signing to children 
strengthens the parent-child bond, as  
well as boosts children’s language 
and brain development. Increasingly, 
parents of hearing children are signing 
with their infants, since it has been 
found to reduce frustrati on and 
increase IQ (Acredolo & Goodwyn, July 
2000). For Deaf and hard-of-hearing 
children, American Sign Language is 
100% accessible. Using sign language 
does not cause delays in speech and 
language acquisiti on, but rather gives 
them an advantage (Malaia & Wilbur 
2010). Parents need to understand that 
Signing Exact English and cued speech 
are codes, not languages, that do not 
necessarily lead to bett er English 
skills. (Hofmeister, 2000, Padden & 
Ramsey,2000, Strong & Prinz,2000) If 
parents choose to explore listening 
devices and speech training, they 
should do it in conjuncti on with 
American Sign Language. The popularity 
of ASL is making it easier for parents to 
learn ASL through nearby community 
and college classes, as well as websites. 
Let Deaf and hard-of-hearing children 
enrich our lives.  —Laura T. Petersen
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Visit a farm to see real cows. Point out 
cows of different sizes (small, medium, large, 
bigger, biggest). Show there are mommy, 
daddy, and baby cows. Expand on how similar 
or different they are to each other and com-
pared to other animals. Explain how cows 
make the milk that we drink.

Show your child a stuffed animal, perhaps a 
cow. Bring it up to your face and show the sign 
“cow.” Ask, “Where is the cow?” using facial 
expression, while signing in the infant's line of 
vision. Your child will look to your hands and 
face to learn about the world.

Grab a stuffed animal and gather books or 
magazines that have pictures of the same 
animal—perhaps a cow. Show the stuffed cow 
and a book with a picture of a cow and 
sign in the child’s line of vision “These are cows.” 
Then you can sign, “They are the same.” You 
can add how they are similar or different by 
pointing out their colors, texture, and size.

Drawings by Jeongin Mun; Photoshop editi ng by Meeya Tjiang
Students at California School for the Deaf

“Early language acquisiti on in American Sign 
Language gives Deaf children a gateway to the 
world.”

—Roberta Daniels, Early Childhood Educati on Principal 
California School for the Deaf 
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Audio Technology
Parents may choose to give their Deaf infant a hearing 
aid or cochlear implant. While these devices may be 
eff ecti ve in some people, they only enhance sound, 
they do not restore hearing. Language interacti on 
must not be ignored. Implants and hearing aids 
cannot compensate for a lack of early introducti on to 
language. As Malloy states in her paper, children who 
had a larger vocabulary prior to implants experienced 
greater language success than those with smaller 
vocabularies.

Deaf babies who are not introduced to any language 
will sti ll att empt to communicate, someti mes by 
inventi ng their own signs. If parents acti vely 
communicate with their Deaf infants through sign 
language, the children will be able to gain natural 
fl uency in their fi rst language. Malloy's study shows 
that Deaf children who engaged in language from 
infancy are more competent than those who 
experienced a delay in language acquisiti on.

The Nati onal Insti tute on Deafness and Other 
Communicati on Disorders (NIDCD) states that people 
who learn American Sign Language (ASL) from birth 
are more profi cient than those who learn it later in 
life. According to the NIDCD, ASL users exhibit a faster 
processing ability, which indicates that sign languages 
may improve some brain functi ons. Deaf children who 
learn sign language during early language acquisiti on are 
also in a bett er positi on to gain English language skills, 
because they already have a solid base to work with.

Malloy's study states that sign language is the 
earliest possible method for babies to communicate, 
as physical gestures are possible before verbal 
ability develops. Both Deaf and hearing babies stand 
to benefi t from sign language, as it fosters early 
communicati on and contributes to literacy skills. 
Teaching infants to sign enables them to communicate 
what they want before they are able to vocalize, 
making life easier for parents and children alike.

According to Tiara Malloy's 2003 study, “Sign Language 
Use for Deaf, Hard of Hearing, and Hearing Babies: 
The Evidence Supports It,” babies around nine months 
of age are going through a pivotal language phase. 
Whether an infant is Deaf or hearing, the language 
skills he has at this stage will directly infl uence cogniti ve 
development. Malloy notes that a lack of exposure to 
early language and late acquisiti on of a fi rst language 
can be detrimental to a child. She explains that a Deaf 
baby who has sign language as his fi rst language will 
sti ll benefi t fully, as the quality of communicati on is 
more important than the type of language.

All babies need language as oft en as 
possible and as early as possible. When a 
baby is born Deaf, exposure to language is 
someti mes delayed as the parents try to 
fi gure out what to do. Deaf infants respond 
to sign language in much the same way that 
hearing babies do to spoken language. Early 
interventi on is the key to providing a Deaf 
infant with language fl uency in sign 
language.

Adapted from an arti cle by Lauren Fitzpatrick
Courtesy of LIVESTRONG.COM
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“The California Department of 
Educati on recognizes research 
evidence that sign language 
supports and enhances the 
development of both spoken 
language and cogniti ve skills 
for all children.”

“Research done by Drs. Linda 
Acredolo and Susan Goodwyn 
showed that babies who learn 
to sign before they are able to 
speak, talk earlier and score 
higher on Intelligence Quoti ent 
(IQ) tests than their 
non-signing peers. ”

 

September 22, 2011

“The California Department of Educati on encourages 
educators to foster every student’s linguisti c development. 
Students who are Deaf or hard of hearing can derive 
signifi cant benefi ts when using ASL, even when those 
students are enrolled in programs that focus on 
developing speaking and listening skills. ASL provides a 
linguisti c foundati on that supports language development 
in English.”

11

www.cde.ca.gov/nr/el/le/yr11ltr0922.asp

CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF 

EDUCATION
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“I wanted my children to have a variety of 
appropriate language models so that they could 
learn language as naturally as possible. American 
Sign Language is completely accessible to them. I 
have always made sure they have opportuniti es to 
learn spoken language, as well.  
 —Barbara Raimondo, Parent and Lawyer

“We wanted to be able to communicate as quickly 
as possible with Marissa, and for her to be able 
to do the same with us. We thought that if and 
when she was going to ‘speak’ she needed to 
have something to speak about. It made the most 
sense to begin with American Sign Language since 
she could not hear spoken language.  
 —Cheryl Cohen, Parent & Rabbi

Why was it that I never heard the word “Deaf” 
used, never thought of my son as Deaf, never 
found informati on on “Deaf,” never found a Deaf 
person? I now realize it was because, as hearing 
parents dealing with hearing ‘professionals,’ no 
one used the word “Deaf.” From the very fi rst 
Newborn Hearing Screening Test, they were 
screening to see if my baby could hear. Then, 
being ‘referred to an audiologist’ or ‘failing the 
hearing test’ meant that my son’s hearing was not 
there, thus the feeling of something lost—and we 
all know that sad story. I thought I was being correct 
in calling my baby those things. I have since 
learned that Deaf people don’t call themselves 
those ridiculous things. I will never again call my 
son those things; my son is Deaf! He’s Deaf and he’s 
perfect! That is a positi ve.  
—Danielle Reader, Parent & Certi fi ed Medical Assistant

At home, my son Noah signs and talks, but I 
noti ced that he is able to express himself more 
clearly with his signing. The more American Sign 
Language he learns, the more speech words he 
learns. If we’re watching a movie, he is able to 
describe the characters in such detail with 
signing.   —Jessica Caster, Parent

I want to encourage other parents to become 
more involved, even if they don’t sign fl uently. 
Parents can mouth the words, use gestures, sign 
the best you can. Show your children that you are 
putti  ng the eff ort into communicati ng with them 
and helping with their language development. 
 —Clare Cassidy, Parent & Teacher

“I cried a lot. I thought there was no future for 
my daughter and that she would be stuck with 
me for the rest of her life. She would never have 
friends, get married, or go to school. It was very 
hard in the beginning. I even put my daughter on 
the cochlear implant list with the hopes that the 
device would save her. Then, I read an arti cle and 
realized that I was being unfair. She was Deaf and 
I was trying to make her like me: hearing. I then 
became determined to be a part of her world,
so I learned her language: American Sign 
Language.   —Raquel Camerena, Parent

“

“

“

”

“

“

“

”

”

”

”

”

Links to parent resources
• www.csdeagles.com/outreach/child.php
• www.deafchildren.org
• www.myparentlinks.com

Click "Like" on Facebook 
California Deaf Kids
Follow us onTwitter 
@CalDeafKids



2011 | Thriving with your DEAF child 13

Through Your Child’s Eyes: American Sign Language is a 
powerful video which will impact our culture, benefi ti ng all 
Deaf and hard-of-hearing children: 
www.throughyourchildseyes.com

This video is a historical joint venture of the California 
Department of Educati on and California State University, 
Northridge. It is an important step to diminish the censure of 
American Sign Language (ASL). In 1880, at the second 
Internati onal Congress on Educati on of the Deaf (ICED) 
conference in Milan, educators voted to replace signed 
languages with oral educati on. Deaf children were banned 
from access to ASL.
www.milan1880.com/milan1880history/thelegacy.html

With the wealth of new scienti fi c research proving that 
Deaf babies derive signifi cant cogniti ve, social, and academic 
benefi ts from a strong foundati on of ASL, educators are now 
encouraged to teach ASL to all Deaf children. 

Finally, 130 years aft er that dark day in Milan, a statement 
of regret was issued by the 21st Internati onal Congress on 
Educati on of the Deaf in Vancouver, Canada.

Sadly, there are sti ll respected medical professionals who 
advise parents of Deaf and hard-of-hearing newborn babies 
to refrain from using ASL, with the false understanding that it 
will interfere with the development of their spoken language 
skills. 

A concentrated eff ort to enlighten the public on the 
benefi ts of ASL is required to reverse the tremendous 
damage that has been done to Deaf people.

The Deaf community is marching forward, armed with 
Through Your Child’s Eyes: American Sign Language, as part 
of their language revoluti on, to reach out to the parents of 
Deaf children, illuminati ng the truth that Deaf babies who 
grow up with signed languages thrive. 

We hope that you will share this powerful video and help 
educate the world about the benefi ts of using ASL, as well as 
its eloquence and beauty.

Special thanks goes to California Department of Educati on; 
California State University, Northridge; and California School 
for the Deaf for this ground-breaking video.

—Adapted from the California Department of Educati on press release 
by Andrew Laufer, Educati onal Administrator and

Julie Rems-Smario, School and Community Educator

DVD available in English & Spanish
www.csun.edu/~tyce/

Baby sees 
his mommy

Signs
“Mother”

Baby understands 
“Mommy is here!”

“For a Deaf child, the eyes are a natural portal to the brain—leading to language, 
supporti ng cogniti on, connecti ons, and community.” 

—Dr. Roz Rosen, Director of Nati onal Center on Deafness 
California State University, Northridge



14 Thriving with your DEAF child | 2011

 

“We pave the way to nurturing each Deaf 
child as a whole individual, focusing on the 
importance of the child’s mind and spirit, 
instead of narrowly focusing on the child’s 
ears. Regardless of amplifi cati on, speech, or 
listening, parents see that their Deaf babies 
are to be celebrated and honored with a 
precious language, American Sign Language. 
Deaf babies should be given an equal 
opportunity to acquire and develop general 
language profi ciency as early as possible. 
Language is more than speech and it is more 
than listening. This is oft en where many 
parents are misled or confused. American 
Sign Language is a real, visual language, on 
par with any other language. As the saying 
goes: ‘Babies crawl before they walk, and 
sign before they talk.’” 

—Tina Jo Briendel, Co-owner of DawnSignPress 
Parent of a Deaf Teen 

“With American Sign Language (ASL), the 
Deaf child can acquire fl uent English and any 
other foreign languages. With ASL, the Deaf 
child will conquer the world.” 

—Marla Hatrak, Co-chair of Cal-SAE
Mother of two Deaf children

“American Sign Language is healthy for 
everyone, from every infant whose 
development is enhanced to every senior 
whose fi tness is retained.”

—Howard Rosenblum, CEO
Nati onal Associati on for the Deaf

“American Sign Language is a city, to the 
building of which every human being brings 
a stone.”  —Butch Zein, President

Deafh ood Foundati on, Board of Directors

“With sign language as Deaf children’s fi rst 
language, they are given the ability to 
recognize and fi gure out new material based 
on previous language experience.”

—Malloy, 2003 

“New understandings are constructed 
on a foundati on of existi ng understandings 
and experience (through ASL).” 

—Donovan & Bransford, 2005

“The route is through the fi rst language 
(American Sign Language). You learn to read 
by reading, by making sense out of print. 
Vocabulary grows, grammar grows, spelling 
ability grows, good writi ng style grows. It is 
easier to make sense out of print in a 
language you understand.”

—Crawford, 1987

“Sign bilingualism is a human right, not a 
privilege.” 

—World Federati on of the Deaf, November 9, 2011

“Research has shown that nati ve Deaf 
signers have the same milestones for mind 
development as typically developing hearing 
children, if not earlier. It has been already 
proven that nati ve signers do signifi cantly 
bett er than their spoken language peers with 
task performances.” —Courti n, 2000

“Children who master ASL and writt en 
English, are children who set out to master 
the world around them.” 

—Sheri A. Farinha, CEO 
NorCal Center for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing
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“As infants and children learn sign language, 
their academic performance and achievement 
is positi vely aff ected.” —Drasgow, 1998

“Learning ASL also furthers brain development 
in hearing babies, because ASL uses the 
eyes to a far greater degree than any spoken 
language. The eyes develop sooner in young 
children and when you take in informati on 
with your eyes you are using the right brain. 
All languages are actually stored in the left  
brain, but when babies learn sign language 
both the right brain and the left  are used. 
This is a wonderful advantage because you 
are using both hemispheres of the brain, 
building more synapses in the brain.” 

—Dr. Daniels

“American Sign Language is a visual language 
which is 100% accessible regardless of a 
Deaf child’s ability to hear and speak.” 

—Daniel Girard, President 
California Associati on of the Deaf

“Sign bilingualism is a human right, not a 
privilege.”  —The European Union of the Deaf, 2011

“Language learning that is both eff ortless 
and natural is everyone’s birthright.  For 
Deaf Children, the most natural language is 
American Sign Language.”  
 —Dr. Genie Gertz, Dean
 Ohlone College Deaf Studies Division 

“Sign language fi ngerspelling is an additi onal 
predicator of literacy mastery.” —Garcia, 2003

“New understandings are constructed on a 
foundati on of existi ng understandings and 
experience (through American Sign 
Language.”  —Donovan & Bransford, 2005

“American Sign Language develops the 
minds of Deaf babies through ready use of 
their eyes and hands.” 

—Sean Virnig, Superintendent 
California School for the Deaf

 

Shoshannah Stern
TELEVISION STAR

Andrew Phillips
LAWYER

Julianna Fjeld
EMMY WINNER

 

A Debbie Xiong
NURSE

CJ Jones
COMEDIAN

Sean Virnig
SUPERINTENDENT

Dr. Robert Davila
UNIVERSITY 
PRESIDENT
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If you have met the above criteria... 
REGISTER for FREE classes

www.csdeagles.com/outreach/vp1.php







Many families are unable to leave their home to attend traditional American Sign 
Language courses at a school. This videophone program, featuring 14 weeks of 
30-minute sessions, offers those families the opportunity to set up ASL classes from 
home. 

BENEFITS FOR FAMILIES

Learn American Sign Language in the comfort of your living room.

Learn at your own pace, with qualifi ed & friendly instructors. 

Convenient lesson times: day, evening, or weekends. 

Watch your relationship & communication skills 
with your Deaf child will improve. 

The videophone classes are FREE! 

AM I QUALIFIED?

Are you a family living in 
Northern California?

Do you have a Deaf child 
between the ages of 0-7?

Do you have a video 
camera or videophone, 
and high-speed internet 
access? 
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What is an Individualized 
Family Service Plan (IFSP)
An IFSP is a legal document required 
by the federal government to ensure 
families get the support and services 
they need for the fi rst three years of 
their Deaf or hard-of-hearing child’s 
life. An IFSP is intended to connect 
parents with experts in order to 
provide the best foundati on for 
parenti ng their Deaf or 
hard-of-hearing child.

The IFSP is…
• the planning and documentati on 

piece of California’s Early Start 
program

• required to be done within 
45 days of identi fi cati on including 
assessments

• a document that tracks assessments 
and resources provided to families 

• an opportunity for parents to 
share their thoughtf ul wish list 
of services they feel their family 
needs 

• an opportunity to take advantage 
of the resources in their area

• primarily to address language 
access and development in Deaf 
and hard-of-hearing children 

An IFSP allows for a team approach 
to meeti ng the unique needs of child 
and family. 

The IFSP Team
The IFSP team typically includes the 
parents or guardians, the service 
coordinator from the local school dis-
trict, and the Early Start provider – a 
teacher of the Deaf. Parents may also 
invite an advocate, family members, 
and friends.

What will be discussed?
• Whether the child is meeti ng 

developmental milestones (social, 
language, cogniti ve, and physical)

• Developmental assessment 
results 

• The family’s wish list and 
concerns regarding their child’s 
development

• Resources that can be made 
available to the family

• Major goals and outcomes for 
the next 6 to 12 months, to be 
reviewed every 6 months

• Detailed informati on on the 
specifi c services the child will 
receive, and who will be providing 
and funding them (i.e sign classes, 
a Deaf role model, and hearing 
aids) 

• Transiti on to preschool placement
• Any other services needed by the 

child or family (i.e. health care)

Recommendations
• Use a language assessment tool 

geared towards Deaf children 
• Having a Deaf educati on/

language specialist on the 
assessment team is required 
by law; it is not just a 
recommendati on.

• Be wary of assessment results not 
normed on Deaf and 
hard-of-hearing children 

• Deaf and hard-of-hearing infants 
and toddlers, should receive 
services from appropriately 
credenti aled teachers of Deaf and 
hard-of-hearing students. This is 
required by law.

• Infant-toddler programs must 
provide intensive early interventi on 
services aimed at the development 
of linguisti c skills and 
communicati on

• Ask for an ASL language model for 
parents

• Ask for a Deaf role model.

Possible IFSP Services
Special Instructi on by a teacher of the Deaf
American Sign Language tutors
Deaf role models
Family support
Nutriti on services
Psychological services
Social work services
Transportati on
Audiology 
Parent educati on
Occupati onal therapy
Special instructi on
Technology
Vision services 
Family counseling 
Health/nursing 
Physical therapy
Service coordinati on 
Speech/language

Where do I get an advocate?
The IFSP can be an inti midati ng 
environment. Having an advocate can 
help you know what services to ask for 
and be successful in getti  ng them. 

NORTHWESTERN CALIFORNIA/BAY AREA
Deaf Counseling, Advocacy & Referral Agency 
14895 East 14th Street, #200 
San Leandro, CA 94578
510-343-6670 Videophone/Voice 
877-322-7288 Toll Free TTY
510-483-1790 Fax
info@dcara.org

NORTHEASTERN CALIFORNIA
NorCal Services for Deaf & 
Hard of Hearing, Inc. 
4708 Roseville Road, Suite 112 
North Highlands, CA 
916-349-7500 Voice
916) 993-3048 Videophone
info@norcalcenter.org

CENTRAL CALIFORNIA
Deaf and Hard of Hearing Service Center 
5340 N. Fresno Street 
Fresno, CA 93710
559-225-3323 Voice
559-225-0415 TTY
info@dhhsc.org
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In classrooms without interpreters or special 
support, teachers reported that only ⅓ of 
their children with cochlear implants were 
able to parti cipate easily. (June 2011 
Internati onal Journal of 
Otolaryngology)

The use of sign language can provide access to the 
enti re message being conveyed. When listening 
devices are used alone, a child is dependent on 
listening and speechreading. Depending on the 
hearing loss, substanti al amounts of the message could 
be missed auditorally and speechreading ability is 
dependent on language level and contextual 
knowledge. — Andrea Neblett , 
Speech & Language
Pathologist

Relying solely on listening devices puts the 
burden on the child to learn to  understand, 
interpret and imitate sounds to communicate. 
In order to acquire language easily and 
naturally Deaf  children need language 
to be visual. —Dr. Tracy Kuerbis,
Audiologist

Listening devices can be useful tools when used 
in conjuncti on with American Sign Language, but 
should not always be relied upon to provide full 
access to language for Deaf and hard-of-hearing 
children. Sign language conti nues to be the most 
accessible language for Deaf and hard-of-hearing 
children. 

Studies of the cogniti ve development of Deaf 
children in Australia and the U.S. report that 
children with cochlear implants perform no 
bett er than those with hearing aids on theory 
of mind tasks; rather, language ability (typically 
in sign) is consistently the key to bett er 
cogniti ve development. (Schick, de 
Villiers, de Villiers,  and 
Hoff meister 2004)

 

Hearing aids, cochlear implants, FM systems, 
and other assistive devices are insuffi cient for 
most Deaf and hard-of-hearing children

Listening devices may allow a Deaf or 
hard-of-hearing child with residual hearing 
to hear and have access to auditory language. 
They can improve spoken communicati on, 
especially between two people in 
quiet environments.

A psychosocial case study by Preisler, Tvingstedt, and 
Ahlstrom (2002) on Deaf preschoolers using cochlear 
implants showed “children who had an insuffi  cient 
command of sign language or whose sign language 
development was disconti nued also had very litt le or 
no spoken language [and the researchers observed] as 
their sign language increased, they also 
developed more spoken language.”

Even those children with cochlear implants 
whose spoken language capacity and profi ciency 
is high are likely to have listening diffi  culti es in 
parti cular social and educati onal contexts and 
will not have full access to school curricula or to 
many acti viti es promoti ng social inclusion. 
(June 2011 Internati onal Journal of 
Otolaryngology)
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Are you the parent of a Deaf or hard-of-hearing child? 
Would you like to connect with other parents and learn from their 
experience? Talking to another parent who has been in your shoes can 
be hugely reassuring. Parents Supporti ng Parents (PSP) is designed to 
give parents opportuniti es to express feelings in a safe and confi denti al 
environment. Parents are invited to share the gift s and challenges of 
parenti ng Deaf and hard-of-hearing children with experienced and 
trained parents in the PSP program at California School for the Deaf. 
The program focuses on what parents CAN do. “Parents Supporti ng 
Parents” should emphasize and highlight two components:  The 
California Department of Educati on program Parent Links 
(www.myparentlinks.com) funded by a federal Maternal and Child 
Health Bureau grant, and the California Department of Educati on 
forthcoming publicati on Parent Resource Guide for Infants and 
Toddlers that are Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing.

The Deaf Role Model (DRM) pilot project supports 
families with Deaf children who are under the age of 5, by 
providing weekly home visits for a year. During your child’s 
criti cal ti me for language development, a Deaf role model 
allows your family to get personalized, research-based in-
structi on on fostering your child’s American Sign 
Language and English development. A Deaf role model 
provides families with a fl uent American Sign Language 
model while teaching att enti on-getti  ng strategies as well as 
ti ps and instructi ons for reading to your child. It is a 
wonderful opportunity for families to connect with a Deaf 
adult and address concerns they have about their Deaf 
child. 

“I'm excited to be a part of this pilot program because 
there is a huge need for this kind of service. It brings joy to 
my heart when I see an improvement in communicati on be-
tween parents and a Deaf child. There seems to be a sigh of 
relief from parents, knowing there is someone whom they can always ask for advice, informati on, and advocate for their 
child. I believe this program can have a huge impact on promoti ng awareness, improving communicati on, and increasing 
knowledge among families with Deaf children,” said Barbie Dike.

DRM is a joint project between the Deaf Community, Advocacy and Referral Agency and California School for the 
Deaf Outreach.

.

GET CONNECTED WITH A PARENT SUPPORTING PARENT 
Contact a family educati on coordinator
via phone at 510-794-3751 or videophone at 510-344-6191
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 Age  Non-ASL Child  ASL Child

6-8 months Signs fi rst word

9 months Understands simple words (mom & dad) Signs up to 75 signs

10 months Says fi rst word Understands signed phrases

12 months One or more real words spoken
Real words spoken 
Signs 2-3 word phrases 
Can sit & watch a picture book signed

18 months
Understands simple phrases 
Says 20-50 words 
Uses 2 word phrases

Says 30-70 words Uses 2-5 word phrases 
Looks at picture book with Mom

24 months Says at least 150 words 
Can sit & listen to a picture book

Says at least 150 words 
Can understand everything that is said

3-5 years
Can understand everything that is said 
Says 1000-2000 words 
Knows 10 Letters

Says 1000-2000 Words 
Reads a picture book with a little help 
Knows all the Letters

 

Key milestones some American parents have been experiencing with their hearing children

www.australianbabyhands.com/blog/baby-sign-language-articles/
the-difference-in-language-acquisition-for-signing-and-non-signing-children/
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Infants are born with an insti ncti ve 
need to communicate. But learning 
to talk takes ti me—plus it requires 
the type of motor skills that babies 
only begin to master around their 
fi rst birthday. Studies have shown 
that while babies may lack the 
motor skills, they do have the ability 
to understand and use language well 
before they can speak. And given the 
right guidance, they have much to say 
—with their hands!

If you are skepti cal, you are not 
alone. Many parents are—unti l they 
read the research. Once they realize 
that the extraordinary benefi ts of 
“baby signing” are scienti fi cally 
proven, they can’t wait to begin.

What are the benefi ts of signing 
with your baby? Research has shown 
that babies who sign are less frustrated 
since they have a way of expressing 
their wants and needs. Simply put, 
they cry less. But even more amazingly, 

babies who are taught a few simple 
signs not only speak earlier than 
non-signers but have larger 
vocabularies and become bett er 
readers. It has to do with sti mulati ng 
more synapses of the brain. 
Signing babies have IQ’s that are 
10-12 points higher.

BABIES WHO SIGN…
• Speak earlier than non-signers 
• Experience less frustrati on 
• Develop larger vocabularies
• Become bett er readers
• Have IQ’s that are at least 

10-12 points higher 

 

Adpated from Diane Ryan 
Speech and Language Therapist 
Founder of KinderSigns 
Origninal arti cle at:
theparentsite.com
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Is a program of the California Department of Educati on funded by a federal Maternal and Child 
Health Bureau grant. The Parent Links name and materials are used with permission of the Coaliti on 
of Agencies Serving the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, Inc.

Parent to Parent
When a parent fi nds out that their 

child is Deaf or hard of hearing, they 
oft en do not know what to do next. Of 
course the professionals direct them 
toward the early start programs, 
preschools, speech therapy, medical 
interventi on and all of that is very 
important. But a professional cannot 
share in the parents experience as 
another parent can. Meeti ng another 
mom who also has a Deaf child and 
learning from their personal 
experience can be very exciti ng.

The benefi ts of meeting other 
parents include:

• mutual support
• Parent Links mentor
• sharing informati on about 

caring for your child
• building confi dence
• opportuniti es to connect 

with parents
“Parents who frequently met with 

other parents of deaf and hard of 
hearing children reported less isolati on, 
stronger emoti onal bonds with their 
child and greater acceptance for the 

child. Parents also emphasized the 
benefi ts of giving mutual practi cal 
help in coping with everyday 
challenges.”( Manfred Hintermair, 2000)

Off ering support to parents is what 
Parent Links is all about. Each mentor 
is a parent of a Deaf child. Through 
email, phone and mail, we are here 
to help answer the questi ons that you 
may have about raising a child who is 
deaf or hard of hearing. We also can 
help parents by fi nding local connecti ons. 
We have parents that speak in English 
and Spanish. Just give us a call.

www.myparentlinks.com

Reframing Early Intervention
• “Identi fy” instead of “diagnose”
• “Hearing status” instead of “hearing loss”
• “Communicati on opportuniti es” instead of “communicati on opti ons”
• “Early involvement” instead of “early interventi on”
• “Refer with an explanati on” instead of “your child failed the hearing test”
• “Unlimited opportuniti es” instead of “vocati onally limited”
• “Journey” instead of “counseling”
• “Visual and audio technologies” instead of “needs technology to functi on”

Video – http://aslized.org/ei/
Trancript – http://aslized.org/fi les/2011/12/EIMissingLinkTranscription.pdf

Signed by Rachel Benedict, produced by ASLized, notes by Gina Oliva

Are you feeling overwhelmed with terms that parents of Deaf children oft en hear, such as...
“diagnose, hearing loss, communicati on opti ons, early interventi on, your child failed the hearing test, 
vocati onally limited, counseling, and needs technology to functi on?”

Parent Mentors
Excepti onal Parents Unlimited, Fresno, CA 559-229-2000 x 208

Family Focus Resource & Empowerment Center, Northridge, CA 818-677-6854
Rowell Family Empowerment Center, Redding, CA 530-226-5129
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Who’s on my Individualized Family Service Plan team?

Name Title Contact Info

_________________________ _________________________ _________________________

_________________________ _________________________ _________________________

_________________________ _________________________ _________________________

_________________________ _________________________ _________________________

Services I requested:

 American Sign Language tutors  Deaf role models  Family support
 Nutriti on services  Psychological services  Social work services
 Transportati on  Audiology   Parent educati on
 Occupati onal therapy  Respite services  Special instructi on
 Assisti ve Technology  Vision services   Family counseling 
 Health/nursing   Physical therapy  Service coordinati on 
 Speech/language

 Request Deaf Role Model – Meeti ng Date & Time___________________________

 Join the Parents Supporti ng Parents (PSP) network at www.csdeagles.com/outreach/psp.php

PSP Parent’s Name Contact Info Age of their Deaf child

_________________________ _________________________ _________________________

________________________ _________________________ _________________________

_________________________ _________________________ _________________________

 Sign up for the Family ASL videophone program at www.csdeagles.com/outreach/vp1.php 

Start Date__________________

 Find an ASL class (Check Deaf agencies, parks and recreati on, and community colleges) 

Class Date & Time

_________________________ _________________________ 

_________________________ _________________________ 

 Visit Deaf schools and programs in my area 

Date of 
Visit         School Name & Address Contact Person/Phone

_______ _____________________________________ _________________________

_______ _____________________________________ _________________________

_______ _____________________________________ _________________________
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Writt en by Julie Rems-Smario

ASL is a gift  of language

ASL is a gift  of embracing

ASL is a gift  of understanding

ASL is a gift  of communicati on

ASL is a gift  of dignity

ASL is a gift  of acceptance

ASL is a gift  of creati vity

ASL is a gift  of intelligence

ASL is a gift  of connecti on

ASL is a gift  of expression

ASL is a gift  of healthy self-esteem

ASL is a gift  of creati ng a whole child

ASL is a gift  of human rights for your Deaf child

ASL is a gift  of love


